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Press release - Tractor registrations: first semester in the red

Tractor sales tumbled 4.4% in the first half of the year compared to the figures for the same period in 2015 while combine harvester registrations fell 4.1%. On the other hand, transporter and trailer registrations edged up but by a relatively thin margins.

The domestic tractor and combine harvester market was squeezed in the first six months of the year by 4.4% and 4.1% compared to the same period in 2015. Ministry of Transport data on registrations elaborated by FederUnacoma, the Italian Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers Federation, disclosed that tractor sales came to a stop at a total of 9,096 units with downturns below the national average in such important regions as Campania, minus 24.1%; Lazio, down 16.8%; the Veneto off by 9.8% and Piedmont falling 9.6%. A better percentage was reported for the Puglia Region at minus 1.5% whereas regions on the positive side were Lombardy, with a gain of 5.3% for 921 tractors sold, and especially in Sicily where 1,023 units were moved for a surge of 68%. The harvester machinery market was reduced drastically with only 163 combines sold compared to 170 in the first six months of 2015. Growth was shown for transporters, ahead by 15.8% with 395 units sold, and for trailers, with a 3.6% climb on 4,594 units registered. The numbers of these units, however, were low and failed to offset steep ongoing declines on the domestic agricultural machinery market reported year after year since 2005.

In such a critical period for the primary sector with the number of working farms in steady decline, at the annual FederUnacoma assembly at the end of June and elsewhere,  the manufacturer’s federation has been insisting on the need for a logical and consistent incentive plan to spur farmers to invest in the acquisition of agricultural machinery and equipment with the technologies required for improving their competitiveness.

Rome, July 20, 2016
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